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It does not feel possible that spring will soon be 
upon us. The abnormally warm and dry winter 
should allow us to get into the fields earlier than 
normal this year, and while it would have been 
nice to get more moisture over the winter subsoil 
moisture is adequate.

The Russian/Ukrainian conflict has driven commodity markets 
into an unprecedented space of extreme volatility, and this is true 
across all commodities. Even before this conflict, we were seeing 
extreme market volatility with agricultural commodities (grain, 
feed inputs and crop inputs) driven by both supply chain shortages 
and weather. This has now spilled over into all commodity markets 
as well as financial markets. The rotation of investor money out of 
stocks and bonds into commodities has taken market prices and 
spreads to levels that are unprofitable and frankly nonsensical 
for commercial handlers of commodities. Let’s hope we get 
back to some semblance of normalcy soon, because the current 
environment is not sustainable.

As we head into spring, the bright side of all this volatility is that 
we have been proactive in securing ample supplies of fertilizer, 
chemicals and other crop inputs that will secure your ability to 
source what is needed for the 2022 growing season. We are also 
excited about utilizing our new liquid fertilizer/chem plant this 
year allowing us to significantly improve our throughput time 
loading trucks and keeping sprayers productive in the field. This 
is also an area that has had its share of challenges, as equipment 
lead times have stretched out and labor availability has been short, 
putting us up against the wire with having the plant operational.

We had our annual strategy meetings with the Board and 
leadership team March 3-4 in Omaha and met with two of our key 
business partners, AGP & CoBank, during this time. We left the 
meetings with a solid road map of what we need to do to continue 
moving FCS forward and positioning ourselves for growth and 
improved service to our members. All of these opportunities, as 
compelling as they may be, must be balanced with our desire to 
continue to strengthen our balance sheet and manage the financial 
health of the business responsibly.

A word of caution for all of us, don’t lose sight of the fact that we 
are experiencing historically high grain prices right now, and in 
some cases crop and feed input prices as well; they will not last. So, 
if you are a seller of grain take advantage of these prices, don’t let 
headlines cloud your judgement, sell into these markets for both 
2022 and 2023 new crop. Make small incremental sales over time, 
knowing that there will be a day when these markets turn hard in 
the other direction………..you never go broke locking in profits. 
For those of you on the feed side, the high input prices will end.

I hope everyone has a productive spring and thank you for your 
trust and your business!

Be safe!
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This past year, FCS made a large investment that 
will be ready for action in spring of 2022. It will 
add efficiency, accuracy, and speed to our liquid 
fertilizer and chemical system for enhanced custom 
application and customer pickup. This will allow 
us to maximize our large 2,000,000 gallon liquid 
nitrogen fertilizer storage tank and a chemical shed 
we have in Sioux Center. It features an ultra-modern 
fertilizer and chemical loading and mixing facility.

 ▶ Fully automated, 24/7 access liquid shed that will allow 
customer access at any time. 

 ▶ The ability to top and bottom fill trucks in less than 10 
minutes (versus the old plant at 30 to 40 minutes based 
on what was being loaded). This building has two (2) 
bays to allow trucks to be staged and ready to be filled. 

 ▶ Kahler fully automated system with the ability for one 
person to run the entire plant with an iPad interface. 
Can even be used from a catwalk above the trailers in 
the building. 

 ▶ Safety features that allow employees loading trucks 
have a 16” hinged manway that will be lower over the 
trailers with a 110v hoist. 

 ▶ The new shed and the current chemical warehouse 
have been connected to increase efficiency. 

 ▶ The shed is plumbed to the large UAN storage tank 
and a farm of chemical tanks within the building. This 
makes loading out liquid fertilizer as well as water and 
chemical possible for FCS and our customers. 

 ▶ Twenty-four (24) – 1” mass flow meters for accurate 
measurements of chemicals for custom application 
load out. 

KEY FEATURES INCLUDE:

 ▶ In the center of the building are hose reels that can 
reach either bay of the shed. This is so mini bulks can 
be refilled with the mass flow meters & shuttles will not 
have to be taken off trucks. 

 ▶ Six (6) new 30,000-gallon tanks were added in an 
outside dike. 2 of them are ISO Resin. 4 of them are Vinyl 
Ester resin for additional liquid fertilizer options such as 
Ammonium Thiosulfate (ATS) and starter fertilizers. 

 ▶ Two (2) 30k water tanks were added as a water source 
for running the plant. These tanks will be refilled with a 
4-inch underground water line. 

INVESTING IN

Tom Olsen
SENIOR DIRECTOR OF AGRONOMY 
OPERATIONS AND PROCUREMENT

SPEED & EFFICIENCY
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Key reasons for this investment include; keeping 
quality labor from having down time (as machines 
and trucks become more expensive they need to 
avoid waiting for product), employee and customer 
safety, and adapting to our customers future needs. 
This investment will allow for better utilization of 

assets and improved customer service as well as 
more options for future growth.  

We are excited to have this in place for spring of 
2022! Look for an open house sometime this spring 
or early summer.  

Advanced technology. Enhanced control.  
Acuron® GT post-emergence corn herbicide 
has arrived and brought the powerful active 
ingredient, bicyclopyrone (BIR), with it. In 
combination with its other effective active 
ingredients, BIR gives Acuron GT weed 
control unlike anything else on Earth. And 
can deliver up to 8 bu/A yield increase*. 
Make contact with your Syngenta retailer 
and witness the power of Acuron GT at 
LandAcuronGT.com.

Post-emergence weed 
control unlike anything 
else on Earth. 

*Source: 2020 Internal & External Trials (HBI007A-2020US): [CO, IN, KS, MI, NE, SD, TX, VA, WI, MO-1, MO-2, OH-1, OH-2, AR-2, IL-2, MN-2] 
All photos are either the property of Syngenta or are used with permission.
© 2021 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties. Please check with your local extension service to ensure 
registration status. Acuron® and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. 1ACU03365-AcuronGT-EARTH-HP 09/21 SLC 13832A 10-2021

1ACU03365_Acuron_GT_EARTH_HP_0928.indd
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Cole Greiman
BEEF SPECIALIST

Feed for 
Thought:
Show Cattle Nutrition

With County and State fairs just around the 
corner, it is now time to start thinking about 
your show calf ’s nutrition program. At FCS we 
offer a complete line of Purina Show feeds. 

Any show cattle nutrition program should include 
a balanced feed with adequate amounts of 
protein, energy, and fiber or roughage. It should 
also include an adequate amount of mineral and 
vitamin supplementation. Purina has developed a 
range of show feeds that we offer here at FCS that 
fit your calves needs AND your end goal. 

FITTERS EDGE is a textured sweet feed that 
contains moderately high energy for growth and 
development. This 14% protein can be fed to 
heifers and steers from start to finish.

FULL CONTROL is a textured ration that 
maintains body condition and helps create fill. 
This lower energy diet is especially effective in 
developing fleshing breeding cattle but is also an 
ideal diet for heavily-muscled, moderate framed 
steers. Full Control aids in managing weight and 
condition on all types of show cattle. 

FINISHING TOUCH is a high energy/ high calorie 
textured feed. This is complete balanced diet 
formulated for optimum growth and development 
reaching their finishing stage. 

GRAND 4-T-FYER concentrate is a blended 
supplement that can be mixed for flexibility. You 
can work with us to adjust grain level to fit your 
goals and needs for breeding cattle, steers, and 
feeder cattle. 
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Every show cattle project should 
start with good feed and sound 
management. Whether you’re 
looking for growth, muscle, fill 
or bloom, supplements can take 
a project to the next level. It is 
important to allow enough time 
for supplements to work on target 
areas for optimal success. Some 
supplements need to be fed longer 
to get the full benefit while others 
take less. Depending on what 
you are looking to enhance, a 
supplement should be introduced 
at least 30-60 days to see results. 

CHAMPION DRIVE
Builds muscle and supports 

skeletal growth that continues 
to develop muscle without 

trimming or adding fat.

This is just a brief overview of 
what we have to offer at Farmers 
Coop Society. Please feel free to 
stop in or contact Cole Greiman, 
Beef Specialist, at 641-494-4570 
to learn more about how we can 
help you succeed in the show ring. 
And as always, we are also here to 
educate the local 4-H community so 
they can better understand about 
feeding the livestock projects so 
please reach out if you need help!

ULTRA FULL 
Helps support lower 
body fill. Cattle appear 
deeper through their 
lower body and flank. 

DEPTH CHARGE 
Helps support rib 

shape. Think of this 
as an up high fill.

High Octane Fill Products

High Octane 
Fat Burning Products

High Octane 
Fat Products

POWER FUEL
Provides energy (calories) 

while keeping the body cool 
and aiding in hair health. This 

adds bloom and condition 
while optimizing weight gain. 

FITTER 35 
Builds muscle and trims 

fat to lean cattle.
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SIMPAS and SmartBox+ represent an evolution in application 
technology that provide farmers innovative options for 
applying input products while planting. SIMPAS and 
SmartBox+ resulted from a partnership between AMVAC and 
Trimble. With Farmers Coop Society’s relationship with both 
companies, FCS has been selected as one of the select few 
Trimble dealerships to provide the SIMPAS and SmartBox+ 
system for 2022. This will help tremendously with the fight 
against corn rootworm for the upcoming years. 

SmartBox+ builds upon the older AMVAC legacy SmartBox 
system many growers have come to know. The improved 
auger meter and the intuitive ISO-based user interface of 
SmartBox+ maintains a completely closed delivery system 
to protect farmers and the environment. The new auger 
metering unit is capable of row by row shutoff and variable 
rate applications. This is based on a prescription from a 
trusted advisor to treat some or all of a growers’ field. 

The system was built to work with the high-speed 
planters, so product rate accuracy is maintained and 
filling is easy. Simply put, it improved the technological 
side of the older SmartBox system to your 
operation. Products like Thimet 20-G, 
Aztec 4.67G, Aztec HC, SmartChoice 
HC, Force 10G HL, and Counter 20G are 
available for the SmartBox+ system.

The Future of

SmartBox+ Row Unit

PRECISION
APPLICATION

Kevin Rozenboom
PRECISION AG EQUIPMENT SPECIALIST, 
CCA
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precisiontank.com
641 584 2900

LIQUID STORAGE 
SOLUTIONS

Shop thousands of ready to ship parts for 
fertilizer & chemical applications in our new 
online parts store at shop.precisiontank.com. 

Backed by decades of experience, Precision Tank offers 
a full range of shop built tanks, field erected tanks and 
liquid storage terminal design and construction.

If you are interested in the SIMPAS or SmartBox+ 
systems, contact our Precision Ag department or go 
to SIMPAS.com for more information.

Even though relatively 
new, SIMPAS looks 
to apply different 
types of products 
such as nematicides, 
fungicides, 
micronutrients, 
insecticides, plant 
growth regulators, 
biostimulants, and inoculants. The list of approved products continues to grow. The ISO-capable GFX-750 
display can apply each product based on a multiple layer prescription. Growers can apply only where it is 
needed. They can also apply multiple products to fight corn rootworm with multiple modes of action. The 
opportunities are growing every year with SIMPAS.

The SIMPAS system builds upon the same 
metering unit of the SmartBox+ system but brings 
it to a deeper level. The SIMPAS system uses up to 
three SmartCartridges® to deliver products based 
on flat or variable rate recommendations.

Each SmartCartridge® container is equipped 
with an RFID-enabled Smart Tag™ that increases 
planting efficiency by automatically tracking and 
displaying product levels with real-time in-cab 
monitoring. This as-applied monitoring and 
reporting ensures you pay only for as-applied 
acres. Farmers can change containers while they 
are stopped to refill with fuel, seed, or fertilizer 
without worrying about running each container 
empty. You only pay for what you use. No longer 
do you have to hold on to partial containers 
until they are used up in the following year. The 
SmartCartridge® is billed by the acres applied. 

SIMPAS Row Unit
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Jeff Verdoorn
DATA ANALYST

Farmers Coop Society has always been concerned about protecting its 
members and its own sensitive information. In the wake of the recent 
Cyber Attacks, we’ve ramped up our protection even more. We’ve added 
several things that help in that protection. 

We have multiple levels of security that protect our network from 
intrusion. Everything from aggressive email spam filtering and monitoring to 
protecting internet traffic and looking for unusual activity within our network. 

We’ve also created and implemented a crisis management and response 
plan. In the event of a worst-case scenario, we have procedures in place to 
assure we can meet the needs of our customers as we recover from the event.

The 60-69 age group lost 
the most in fraud-induced expenses.

Approximately 35% of fraud cases in 
the United States are attributed to millenials.

33% of Americans 
have been the victim 
of identity theft.

Someone becomes the 
victim of identity fraud 
every 14 seconds.

14

Credit card fraud is 
the most common 
kind of identity theft.

15 million
US citizens experience identity theft each year.

Identity Theft Statistics

All those layers of 
protection are very 
helpful, but out best 
layer of defense is our 
employees. We have 
online security training 
that all employees take 
and even do regular 
testing of our users 
to make sure they are 
always on the lookout 
for suspicious activity.

CYBERSECURITY
LIFE HACKS

CYBERSECURITY
LIFE HACKS

Page 10 | farmerscoopsociety.com



  Use secure passwords. Do not use sequential 
numbers like 123456 or birth dates. The 
ideal password is a mix of random numbers, 
characters, symbols, and upper & lowercase 
letters. The longer the password, the better.

  Don’t reuse passwords. Try to use unique 
passwords on different websites and Apps. If a 
hacker gets into 1 of your accounts, they will  
have access to all your accounts.

  Keep software, programs, and applications  
up-to-date. When vulnerabilities are identified 
by the publishers of these items, they push 
updates to you to plug a security hole in their 
program.

  Install antivirus software on each of your 
computers. Stay current on updates and don’t 
forget to renew it each time it’s about  to expire.

7 Essential Security Tips for Online Protection:

  Secure your Wi-Fi. Ensure that your Wi-Fi network 
is encrypted and secured. Make sure to change the 
default password or passphrase that came with the 
router. Just like all your passwords, make sure it a 
mix of random numbers, symbols/characters, and 
upper & lowercase letters.

  Change your passwords frequently. It’s best to 
change them on a rotation no longer than 90 days. It 
can be difficult to remember to do this on a regular 
basis, so doing it at the start of each calendar quarter 
can be very helpful.

  Be suspicious of external downloads and links 
in emails. If you think the email is fake, don’t even 
open it. If an email is unexpected, be very suspicious 
of links and documents within the email. If the email 
asks you to take urgent actions to avoid a problem, 
it’s likely fake. Never call the phone numbers or use 
the email addresses noted within the email to verify 
it’s a real email.
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The soybean market rally continues to 
impress with South American soybean 
production estimates trending lower. Areas 
of Brazil & Argentina have been dry during 
key timeframes of the soybean growing 
season. The February WASDE estimate of 
Brazil soybean production was 5 Million 
Metric Tons lower than the previous month 
at 134 MMT. The soybean market current 
pricing is in a lower production number than 
the WASDE estimate. A lackluster soybean 
harvest in the Southern hemisphere would be 
good news for U.S. exports to China as they 
look to fulfill soybean demand throughout 
the Summer and into the Fall. Longer term, 
demand for renewable diesel fuel made 
from oilseeds has the trades’ attention as 
a potentially very strong demand source 
for U.S. soybeans. A dramatic increase in 
soybean crushing capacity is already taking 
place and will continue as companies look 
to capitalize on renewable diesel demand. 
Increased crush capacity likely means an 
increase in available soybean meal for 
interior feed rations.

Commodity markets this past year have been 
strong on a historic level and the recent 
volatility has left a lot of growers “along for 
the ride.” During times of strong volatility 
(and historically strong prices) it is important 
to remember that all financial risk for your 
grain farming operation lies to the downside. 

The corn market rally began back in late 
Summer 2020 as China demand for corn 
drew them to the U.S. corn export market. 
Drought during the U.S. growing season 
during 2021 and continued export strength 
pushed spot corn futures north of $6.00/
bushel for most of the Spring/Summer 2021. 
Despite a record national corn yield of 177 
bushels/acre and lower exports (2.43 billion 
bushels vs. 2.75 billion Fall 2020), corn prices 
held above $5.00 and increased steadily 
through Fall and Winter 2022. U.S. corn 
demand has become less focused on exports 
and more focused on ethanol demand, which 
rebounded stronger following lowered gas 
demand during Covid-19. 

m i n i m i z i n g  r i s k
i n  V o l at i l e
m a r k e t s

PJ Frederick
STONE X ANALYST

Written by:
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Risk management is an important mindset 
in markets like these. We are seemingly 
disconnected from primary fundamentals 
as speculative traders find their way into 
grain markets as an inflation hedge. With 
this increase in open interest in the grain 
markets, comes increased volatility.  This can 
cause wide daily price ranges more often. 
Put simply, it is difficult to outguess these 
markets. Prudent risk management calls for 
grain producers to cover (at least) their input 
costs with new crop corn & soybean sales for 
the coming crop. Many of these input costs 
are historically high but can be rationalized 
with strong, new crop grain prices. Expensive 
nutrient values become more expensive with 
$4.50 harvest delivery versus some of the 
harvest delivery values we’ve seen recently. 

The Grain team at Farmers Coop Society 
is certainly capable of helping you with a 
marketing plan to minimize risk in these 
volatile markets. There may be some 
marketing strategies you are not currently 
aware of that can help you take advantage 
of current market opportunities. Please 
contact Matt McCord or Warren Drew at 
712-722-2671 to discuss current marketing 
opportunities and ways to manage your risk.

 Page 13



Bruce Heynen
CUSTOM SWINE SPECIALIST

Managing your 
Bulk Bins Efficiently
Do you find yourself with too much feed left when the barn is sold out? 
Do you struggle with same day orders? Can’t figure out how much to order? 
Trying to figure out how to maximize orders to get larger deliveries and lower costs? 
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These are all real-life situations 
that many producers and 
contract growers deal with 
daily.  Here are several options 
available to help with your Bulk 
Bin management needs. 

The first option would be Self 
Check. If you have bulk bins 
in tandem, rotate them. When 
one bin is empty, close the slide 
and open the other bin. Proceed 
with ordering more feed. This 
works best if you have 15-18 ton 
bins because you can order 15-
18 ton of feed to help improve 
trucking efficiency and increase 
load size. I know some of the 
well-managed bins even wait a 
few days to hold semi loads of 
feed. Many of these sites have 
feed alarms in their controllers.  
If they are left on and working 
properly, these will tell the 
caretaker that the feed system 
has timed out or ran longer than 
the setup time has allowed. 
This usually means a bin or 
bins are empty or hung up. The 
caretaker should get to the site to 
assess the situation and respond 
accordingly. This greatly reduces 
feed outages to pigs and reminds 
the herdsman to check bins. 

Sensors from BinSentry 
use LiDAR sensors, the 
same advanced technology used in self-driving cars. They are 
scheduled to read bins every four hours. BinSentry installs in 10 
minutes or less, requires no bin modification and is solar/battery 
powered. It also has self-cleaning sensors that wipe dust before 
each reading to ensure better accuracy. Users can confirm the 
correct feed is in their bins with an easy-to-use dashboard that they 
can view on any mobile device or computer.

BinSentry leverages low-power, long-range networks such as 
NB-IoT and LTE-M, so even remotely located feed bins can be 
monitored, regardless of whether internet connectivity is available. 
Feed mills can plan delivery routes more efficiently and can ensure 
that farmers have the right amount of feed when they need it. Other 
benefits include fewer costly ordering errors, reduction in late or 
unexpected feed orders and increased safety by eliminating the 
need for producers or feed mill employees to climb into a bin to 
check inventory levels. 

The second option is to 
use technology. Hitting 
the side of a feed bin with 
a mallet, using load scales, 
or installing vibration 
sensors to guesstimate 
feed levels is a thing of 
the past. To make feed 
bin monitoring safer and 
more efficient for animal 
producers and feed mills, 
BinSentry is an easy-to-
install feed management 
solution that accurately 
tracks feed inventory. 



The third option is more technology. The AP Bulk Bin Scales is a great choice with lots of interactive 
options. Key features include:

Notifications — Users are alerted to any issue that requires attention, such as running out of feed or a 
consumption pattern concern. Out-of-feed conditions can be expensive in terms of lost productivity, 
even for an hour, and can cost producers up to $1.85 per pig, per feed outage event.

Insights — Predictive insights let you know when feed tanks are estimated to be empty based on 
current consumption trends. Analyze historical data to determine equipment, animal, and barn 
performance to gain data backed insights on your operation, be it a single barn or an entire operation.

No-Dispensing Alert — Should pigs stop eating for any reason—whether equipment or health-related—
producers are alerted so the problem can be quickly identified and addressed.

Customized Reordering — Producers can set how much advance notice they want when feed bins are 
running low, making communication between the feed mill and your operation easier.

Superior Accuracy — AP’s bin scales are equipped with factory calibrated load cells eliminating the 
need for field calibration.

External Integration — The system can share data with external sources that are related to the swine 
operation, such as feed mills, veterinarians, and animal health and business management software.

By implementing any of these options, you can greatly improve the efficiency of your Bulk Bin 
Management program. Greater efficiency means greater profits.

demand MORE

MAXIMIZE PERFORMANCE & PROFITABILITY
As the only ionophore available for swine in the U.S., Skycis® gives you a consistent  
solution for increasing weight gain of finishing pigs and improving your bottom line.

See how it works at Skycis.com

The label contains complete use information, including cautions and warnings. Always read, understand and follow the label and use directions. 
CAUTION: Do not allow adult turkeys, horses or other equines access to narasin formulations. Ingestion of narasin by these species has been fatal. Not 
approved for use in breeding animals because safety and effectiveness have not been evaluated in these animals. Swine being fed with Skycis (narasin) 
should not have access to feeds containing pleuromutilins (e.g., tiamulin) as adverse reactions may occur. If signs of toxicity occur, discontinue use.
Skycis, Elanco and the diagonal bar logo are trademarks of Eli Lilly and Company or its affiliates.
© 2017 Eli Lilly and Company or its affiliates. skycis 5679-4  |  USSBUSKC00052

If you would like assistance with any of the options discussed in this article, feel 
free to contact myself at 712-441-0141 or the Swine Production team at 712-722-5959.
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Now Offering 
Sullivan Supply
for Show Animals!SULLIVAN SUPPLY

How-To Building Center
712-722-2667

Mon–Fri:  7am–5:30pm   Sat:  8am–3pm

311 3rd St NW, Sioux Center, Ia 51250

Melvin Hog Store
712-736-2508

Mon–Fri:  7am–4pm

275 Main Street, Melvin, IA 51350

WHY SULLIVAN SUPPLY?
Quality, Innovation, and Exclusive Products
Nobody offers more cutting edge technology for 
cattle, pig, sheep and goats. Sullivan Supply has 
always stressed a dedication to quality and is 
constantly developing new products to enhance 
the ever-changing show industry.

Made in the USA
They developed many of the products right here 
in the USA. They produce the livestock show 
supplies right from the heartland, Dunlop, IA!

Proven Results
Sullivan Supply has over 25 years experience, 
they have a vision for providing products that 
are better than ordinary. You will find many of 
their products exhibit a meticulous attention 
to detail that sets them apart. Customer 
satisfaction and dependability are the top 
priorities for Sullivan Supply.

STOP IN AND TALK WITH OUR TEAM IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT SULLIVAN SUPPLY PRODUCTS!
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Don't Miss the

County Fairs!
2022

Sioux County Youth Fair

Lyon County Fair

Osceola County Fair

O'Brien County Fair

Plymouth County Fair

Lincoln County Fair - SD

Union County Fair - SD

Nobles County Fair - MN

Murry County Fair - MN

JULY 11–14

JULY 18–21

JULY 19–24

JULY 23–28

JULY 27–31

JULY 31–AUGUST 4

AUGUST 3–6

AUGUST 3–7

AUGUST 17–20

Family Fun for Everyone!
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THE ANNUAL BOARD 
OF DIRECTOR'S 
STRATEGY RETREAT
A few weeks ago, the 
Board of Directors and 
the Senior Leadership 
Team went to Omaha for 
a strategy retreat. The 
retreat's goals were to 
discuss potential strategic 
moves and growth 
opportunities for Farmers 
Coop Society. Each 
division discussed possible 
ideas for automation, 
technology investments, 
and growth opportunities. 
Our commitment to our 
customers is to continue 
to challenge ourselves 
to meet our customers' 
current and future needs, 
be willing to adapt to new 
things, and continuously 
look for improvement. 
We look forward to seeing 
how we implement some 
of these ideas and how 
they add value to our 
customer’s business. 

MEET THE 2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BILL SCHLICHTE
VICE PRESIDENT

CRAIG HOFTYZER
PRESIDENT

DARYL NYHOF

VERLYN RAAK
SECRETARY/TREASURER

JOSH KEMPERS

DOUG DEBOER GARY DEN HERDER MICHAEL HULSTEIN

CHRIS WOLTERS
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How to Design the
Perfect Outdoor 

Living Space

A trending concept brought on by the 
pandemic is Outdoor Living Spaces. Here in 
the upper Midwest, we have a limited amount 
of time that we can utilize this. Heat and 
humidity in the summer and the cold and wind 
in the winter can drastically affect our time 
outside. We can plan and design around these 
conditions to allow an enjoyable time outside 
for most of the year. 

It’s important to make sure you identify a purpose 
for your project when designing your outdoor 
space. If your focus is to entertain and host dinner 
parties, you can incorporate an elaborate multi-
level deck system that incorporates living space, 
cooking space and water features such as a hot tub 
or pool. But if your main focus is to have a quiet 
space for your family to relax, some may opt to 
simply have a concrete patio with chairs and a grill. 

Brad Pearson
HOW-TO BUILDING CENTER DIRECTOR

 Page 19



Pergola
If you have an area that 
gets an extreme amount 
of sun, you can opt 
for a pergola that you 
can position over your 
living area to provide 
shade when it’s hot and 
sunny. The HTBC has 
just taken on TojaGrid 
a new line of pergolas 
that allow you to design 
multiple shapes and 
sizes to fit almost any 
design concept. You can 
design it with 4x4 or 6x6 
lumber to fit whatever 
size you need. A fabric 
shade can be added to 
offer shade which also 
allows water to pass 
through it.

The positioning of the house and surrounding 
landscape also plays a part in your design 
concept. If your future area is on the north or east 
side of the house, you may have an abundance 
of shade. It may be cooler than a south or west 
facing area. If its on the south or west side, you 
may want to consider a shade device or try to 
incorporate a shade tree into the plan. 

How to Design the Perfect Outdoor Living Space
You should also consider your views. Take into 
consideration what you will be looking at when 
you are relaxing in your comfy chair. If you’re a 
morning person and like to spend your mornings 
drinking coffee, an east facing living space would 
be advantageous to take in the beautiful sunrises. 
If you’re an evening person and you like amazing 
sunsets, design the living area to the west.
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No matter what type of space you are designing, the How To Building Center’s 
project specialists are always here to help! They can answer questions and help 

you plan your project that aligns with your vision and budget!

Outdoor Cooking
If you’re going to be cooking in your new outdoor living 
space, the HTBC offers a great selection of outdoor 
appliances. We carry Weber and Napoleon Propane grills 
that are made more for the “let’s get it done quickly” chefs. 
We also carry Traeger Pellet grills who are more for the “I 
want it smoky and low and slow” group of chefs. If you’re 
looking for something multi-funcational, a Blackstone 
griddle is the way to go. You can cook everything from 
breakfast to dinner on these griddles. Another popular trend 
is pizza ovens. We feature the OONI brand that makes stone 
baked pizza in just 90 seconds at 900 degrees with little to 
no mess! And keep in mind, we can help you customize 
your outdoor space if you want to feature any or all of these 
products! We can come up with a great concept that fits your 
cooking needs and compliments your design plan. 

Furniture
Let’s not forget about great outdoor furniture to add comfort 
and function to your deck or patio. The HTBC features the 
Kanyon brand of outdoor chairs. You will not find a better 
quality product. They rock and swivel, are water-resistant, 
and are made of a composite material that will not only 
last 20 years, but you can be sure they will never blow away 
because they are so solid. We suggest you pair these with a 
propane firepit for the ultimate comfy, cozy night!

Lighting
Don’t forget about proper lighting for your area. Solar 
ground lights and hanging bulbed lights are excellent 
choices as they are so simple to install and you don’t need 
an electrician. Don’t forget to light the area where you 
are cooking as well. There is nothing more irritating than 
having to flip burgers with a flashlight in the other hand!

Decking
We saved the scariest part for last - the decking material. 
In the last couple years, lumber and composite decking 
have gone up in price. Actual wood decking has gone up so 
much that many customers are going with the composite 
as it is closer in price than before. Composite decking does 
have a very valuable benefit - the durability and longevity. 
Composite decking will last 20-30 years as cedar or treated 
wood decking may last 10 years.  
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The employees had several concerns they wanted to address with 
the parking lot. In the winter, the potholes would fill with snow and 
ice, in the summer, the potholes would fill with water when it rained 
making it very hard to keep their feet dry when entering and leaving. 
It was also very dark at night due to inadequate lighting.

At FCS, we value the safety and security of our 
employees. So, when the feed office knew they 
were in dire need of a new parking lot, they pulled 
together and did more than just talk about it.

We take great pride in our 
employees when they take the 
initiative to make FCS a better 
and safer place to work. The 
parking lot not only serves those 
that worked in the feed office, but 
truck drivers and mill personnel 
as well. This employee-driven 
project is an example of how FCS 
employees showcase our core 
values – leadership, integrity, 
innovation, and accountability.

Their proposal was presented to the Board of Directors in July 
of 2020. The Board agreed with the employees that a new lot was 
needed and construction began in September of 2020! The parking 
lot received a complete transformation. All the old concrete was 
removed and then the dirt was re-packed. It was sloped in a way so 
that the water would drain correctly to prevent potholes and cracks in 
the future. It was then replaced with all new concrete. The size of the 
parking lot was reduced in size but thanks to their strategic planning, 
they were able to make 19 usable parking spaces - which was more 
than the larger, pre-existing lot accommodated. They also added a 
light pole with a security light that shines very bright at night!

The employees formed a committee comprised of Reba Klein, 
Melissa Johnson, Tom Olsen, and Kelly Zwell. They spent many 
hours doing research, collecting financial estimates, and preparing 
presentations and reports that highlighted their concerns.

From Intern to Employe !

Employees
ActionTa

ke

New Parking Lot
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Rebecca Beldt started as an 
intern at FCS in March 2020 
and joined the team as a full-
time employee in January 2021. 
During her internship, she 
scouted fields, organized and 
delivered seed, and assisted 
with many other day-to-day 
tasks. She also hauled fertilizer 
and helped with the seed and 
chemical shed. She is now 
one of four Agronomy Techs 
and is currently located out 
of Sioux Center. Rebecca is 
working with applications such 
as SoilMap and helps  with 
warehouse management preparing the seed and chemical for spring. 
She provides support to the other agronomists and helps with their 
activities. She said “my favorite season is late spring into summer 
because there are many moving parts and each day tends to be 
different with helping agronomists and operations.”

Step One
• Mini Cheese Crackers
• Fish Crackers
• Mixed Nuts
• Pretzels
• Chex - Corn & Wheat
• Cheerios
• Anything else you want to 

add in–mix together

Homemade Recipe:

Smoked Party Mix

• Rebecca is from a farm outside 
Sheldon, IA. 

• She graduated from Iowa State 
University with a Bachelors in 
Agronomy of Ag and Life Science 
Agronomy Technician. 

• She is part of the Iowa Army 
National Guard, along with her 
two younger siblings. 

• In her free time, she loves to 
paint, be crafty and play frisbee 
golf. 

We asked why she chose to pursue 
her career at FCS and she said, “I 
enjoyed my time here as an intern 
and loved the atmosphere of the 
company.” This is great example of 
how FCS gives you the tools to turn 
an internship into a career.
Welcome to the FCS team Rebecca! 
 

Step Two
• Mix in a microwavable bowl
• 1T Garlic Salt
• 1T Onion Salt
• 1T Lawry's Salt
• 1 bottle of Orville 

Redenbacker Popcorn oil
• Warm in microwave then 

mix with dry ingredients

Step Three 
• Put in tin pan and put on 

smoker for 2 hours stirring 
every 1/2 hour

From Intern to Employe !

Doris Remmers
Doris has been working at our FCS Melvin 
location for 30 years. Some favorite FCS 
memories of Doris include in the fall when 
family members come and help haul in grain, 
selling all the beautiful flower pots in the 
spring, and helping out the great bunch of 
kids with their 4-H projects in the summer!
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317 3rd ST NW
Sioux Center, IA 51250

farmerscoopsociety.com

Online AuctionOnline AuctionOnline Auctioncheck out our

Active MARCH 28 - APRIL 9, 2022
www.zomerbid.com

Active MARCH 28 - APRIL 9, 2022
Visit

You can make a difference!
We have 100+ items for sale to raise funds for the 

Sack Pack Programs in Sioux County!

In Sioux County alone, we are in need of over 
16,000 sacks per school year.

GIFT CERTIFICATES + MERCHANDISE
For more information or to make a donation contact:

Jared Terpstra | 712.441.4343 | jwterpstra@farmerscoopsociety.com

SPONSORED BY: 


