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with data-driven insights.
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John McDaniel
CEO

Volatility is the word of the day, or maybe the word of the year for that matter. 
Everywhere you look we are seeing signi� cant, and sometimes di�  cult to 
rationalize, commodity price in� ation. Volatility can provide you with great 
opportunities, but also with signi� cant risk. � e old adage says that the best 
cure for high prices is high prices, but this time around things are di� erent. 
Many commodities are seeing price in� ation due to production and distribution 
constraints that will likely be with us through the end of 2021. Supply-driven 
in� ation tends to have a longer tail, but eventually, markets will � nd an equilibrium 
point as no commodity/industry is immune from pricing away demand... We all 
need to remember that.

We are wrapping up a very good spring and the crops are o�  to a good start, even 
with the abnormally cool weather. Our agronomy division has bene� ted from the 
good 2020 fall and 2021 spring weather and is expected to have a strong year. Your 
board has approved the construction of a new, state-of-the-art liquid fertilizer 
plant that will be operational for the 2022 season, continuing our focus on making 
investments in new technology. � e new plant will be located in Sioux Center, and 
construction should begin in late July.

In our spring newsletter, I mentioned the addition of a new bin in Boyden and since 
that time, the board has also approved upgrades to pit/leg #2 that will allow us to 
utilize this dump in conjunction with #3 all of the time, further improving our grain 
logistics and reducing truck dump times.

� e feed division has recently completed an upgrade/mini-expansion at the Ireton 
feed mill that has resulted in a 20% improvement in throughput e�  ciency. We also 
brought the second truck load out bay at the Sioux Center feed mill up, and with it, 
have reduced our truck loading wait times.  Even though we are seeing reductions 
in the number of pigs on feed in our area as well as across the country, we remain 
dedicated to making key investments in our business to position ourselves for the 
future.

We have seen a very strong operational year so far at the How-To-Building Center, 
in spite of signi� cant product in� ation and spot shortages. Appliance and yard 
equipment sales have been strong and we have seen consistent demand for barn 
upgrades and renovations. I am pleased to announce that we have expanded our 
relationship with QC Supply for hog equipment and are now a preferred partner. 
We will be carrying an expanded line of products at very competitive prices. 
Remember that we have our Melvin store location open for the convenience of our 
customers on the northeast side of our trade territory.

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank all of our dedicated 
employees for their commitment to FCS and to you, our customers, during 
what has been a very challenging 12 plus months. Our employees have shown 
tremendous resilience and � exibility dealing with both di�  cult personal situations 
and business operating conditions brought about from the COVID-19 outbreak. 
We have emerged from all of this disruption as a stronger organization due to the 
commitment of our employees. � e true test of people and of an organization is not 
what they do during the good times, but how they react to adversity, and we have 
come out of this a better organization. While FCS, agriculture and most industries 
will continue to deal with the COVID-induced disruptions for some time to come, 
the strength of the cooperative system, and of FCS in particular, has shone brightly 
during this time. At FCS, we clearly understand why we are here and who we 
serve, our members/customers. � ank you again for the opportunity to earn your 
business.

Be Safe!
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It's been � ve years since we put up our new feed 
mill in Boyden (2016), and we knew continuing 
facility upgrades and improvements would be 
necessary to continue meeting our feed and grain 
customers' needs. Over the past � ve years we 
have installed a new dryer, added a dust cover 
to the dryer to keep the dust down, added a side 
spout on the Hippo, tapped into the cement silos 
at a lower location so more grain is accessible to 
the feed mill, and added a drag from the cement 
house to the feed mill. As tons produced from 
Boyden have increased, our mill’s e�  ciencies 
have also increased and we need to continue 
to invest in upgrades to maximize the entire 
location's functions. 

We are now focusing on increasing our 
e�  ciencies on grain handling so we can continue 
to adequately supply our feed mill demands. � e 
goal is to reduce our grain handling ine�  ciencies 
at the facility during harvest as well as the rest 

of the year. Our Boyden location moves over 15 
million bushels of grain in a year, so it’s absolutely 
necessary that we reduce the number of times 
we handle our grain. Most of those bushels are 
moved directly into the feed mills and we need to 
have grain on hand for feed manufacturing. 

Brian Fykstra
Boyden Location Manager

BOYDEN FACILITY
Upgrades & 

Improvements
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� is came down to two areas of focus: adding 
additional storage and reducing grain handling 
and decreasing farmer unload times at the whole 
complex.

First, we wanted to address speed and 
e�  ciencies around our grain handling. 
We know that is a priority and a need not 
only for us but for our customers as well. 

Currently, Pit #2 is a 300-bushel pit and can only 
reach two 180,000 bushel bins. We are doubling 
the pit size to a 600-bushel pit and also doubling 
the reclaim speed. We are also extending the leg 
tower at the top and connecting the entire complex 
to Pit #2. � is means that we will now have two 
grain dumping pits, fully connecting the facility 
with conveyers, and by increasing storage capacity 
we are now able to decrease your wait time by 50% 
at harvest and the rest of the year! � is will bring 
our harvest capacity up to 70,000BPH for corn and 
50,000BPH for beans. 

Secondly, we will expand our grain storage 
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capabilities by building a 
new 750K grain bin. �is 
bin will be used for beans 
during harvest and open 
up other storage space 
on-site for corn, reducing 
the amount of corn piled 
at harvest and open up for 
more corn storage during 
the rest of the year. �is 
bin will have an OPI fully 
automated system which 
allows us to monitor fans 
and temperature cable 
controls. It also gives us 
the �exibility to run most 
of the facility remotely, if 
needed.

�e new bin will have 
a high �ow air system, 
allowing us to maintain our 
grain quality for our feed. 
As our producers keep 
producing stronger and 
bigger yields, we need to 
be prepared for your needs 
today and �ve years from 
now. 
            
We know that your time 
is valuable, especially 
during harvest, so as your 
member-owned coop we 
will continue to make 
improvements in our 
facilities and in other areas 
that are important to our 
members. We look forward 
to you using our upgrades 
this fall!
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As I re� ect on more than twenty years as a Site 
Speci� c Ag Specialist I think about where it all 
started - a yield monitor and GPS in a combine.  
We took those monitors out of the combine and 
into the tractor to record data.  Today auto steer 
and planter technology have planters traveling at 
10 to 12 mph.  It is amazing how quickly crops are 
planted.  Who would have thought things could 
come so far, and can we imagine where it will go 
tomorrow?

Today we have functionality for planters that 
include precision meters, electric drives, row 
clutches, hydraulic downforce, automatic depth 
control, automatic closing systems, speedtube, 
smart� rmers, and furrow monitoring.  We 
o� er monitors that run planters with this type 
of technology that o� er more metrics and 
information than ever before with row-by-row 
detail.  

Last fall, Ag Leader® introduced their own auto 
steer products, which have proven reliable this 
spring season.  Trimble® has come out with new 

displays that are easy to use.  Creating and saving 
guidance patterns by farm and � eld has never been 
easier.

What technology do you need?  Can we help 
improve your farming operation?  It is important 
that equipment either increase yield or o� er an 
operational e�  ciency.  Most farmers are doing 
things right and getting good yields, so what new 
technology could help improve your farming 
operation? 

At Farmers Coop Society Site Speci� c Ag 
Department, we service and sell equipment from 
four di� erent companies: Ag Leader®, Precision 
Planting®, 360 Yield Center®, and Trimble®.  We 
have equipment solutions that will help your 
operation be more e�  cient and pro� table.  We 
have a dedicated team willing and ready to help 
you sort through which precision ag technologies 
may work best for your farming operation.

During the summer months, each company we 
work with o� ers discounts or rebates on qualifying 

Scott De Jong
SITE SPECIFIC AG SPECIALIST

with Equipment
Promotions

Save

Big
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products.  � is time frame is traditionally when 
the best pricing is available for these products.  
COVID has created shortages in components 
and supply chain disruptions, and this has 
created delays in availability of equipment since 
the beginning of the year.  � ese delays and 
disruptions are expected to continue into next 
year.   As a result, we are encouraging customers 
who may want to purchase new equipment for 
next year to do so this summer. 
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I N NOVATIVE FI NANCI NG SOLUTIONS
that save you critical operating costs!

IntroducingIntroducingIntroducing

P o w e r e d  By :
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Cole Greiman
BEEF SPECIALIST

A hot topic question this time of year is always, 
“Should I creep feed my calves?” In 2021 we are 
seeing some things that we have not seen in a 
while, or for some people, have never seen before. 
We all thought 2020 was one of the most unique 
years to date and that this year things would 
change, and so far they have.  Maybe not all for 
the best but things are di� erent. Right now, the 
obstacles in the cattle industry are: (1) How are 
we going to make money with all the hoops that 
we must jump through with cattle prices and 
feed costs the way they are, and (2) the outlook 
on having a dry summer. Let’s think about how 
we can in� uence the early stages in a calf ’s life to 
bene� t our animals as a whole. 

Our calving window in this area varies from 
January to May. In that time period, several of 
our cows/heifers are getting fed out of a bunk 
with forages, possibly some corn, and maybe a 
supplement, so, at the end of the day all their 
nutritional needs are met. We can visually see 
what and how much of each feed stu� s they are 
eating. In this situation we can control their 

diets, but as soon as summer hits and cows 
move to pasture we lose some of that handle. In 
a dry year where our pastures are not plentiful 
with nutrients, we need to make sure our calves 
are getting the energy they need to grow at an 
acceptable rate to maximize pro� tability. With the 
calves getting more nutrients from creep feed, that 
will alleviate the pressure on the cows to produce 
an abundance of milk. As a result, our cows will 
need less feed to maintain the full lactating state 
and will help lengthen their time on pasture. 

With that being said, still dealing with little/poor 
forages and a calf at side, our cows could start 
to fall behind. In this situation, utilizing a creep 
feed program could be a huge bene� t to save the 
mothers from going back in their BCS (Body 
Condition Score) and not providing for their 
calf ’s needs. Yes, feeding creep, especially with 
corn and soybean prices right now, will be higher 
priced. � e big thing we need to remember is that 
it will cost just as much or more to put the weight 
back on the cows later. Also, keep in mind we 
are still trying to not lose a pregnancy out of the 



situation. Cows in late summer/fall are supplying 
for 3 animals at that one particular time. � ey 
have themselves, their calf at their side, and 
hopefully one in the making. Simply feeding 
creep can help take pressure o�  that mother to let 
her use that energy for your next year’s progeny. 
� is will also keep from being forced to feed a 
higher cost diet to get her BCS back to a desired 
level. 

Let’s not forget about our return on investment 
either. If we can increase our ADG from 1.5 lbs 
to 2.2 lbs, we can capture some dollars back. 
Let’s say your calves are born in March and we 
introduce creep feed on July 1st with hopes to 
wean the calves in September (knowing we will 
be short on grass). If we ran creep feed for 75 
days with a + .7 lbs ADG, that’s 52.5 pounds per 
head more at weaning. With September’s future 
feeder calves at $152.625 today, that’s an extra 
$80.12 per head. If creep feed costs $.165 per 

pound and intakes average 4.3 lbs/head/day, that 
would cost you $53.21 per head. � at gives us a 
$26.90 per head ROI for that group of calves.

We need to manage our herds correctly, especially 
when circumstances are not favorable, to make 
sure we are maximizing every opportunity 
available to us. Taking pressure o�  the cows 
will help keep them in a better BCS, and in turn 
increase pregnancy rates. Utilizing creep feed not 
only gets our calves higher daily gain but will help 
keep them healthier and make the next stage of 
their life more impactful. With calves on creep, 
the mothers should need a lower level of intake, 
which will help extend our days on pasture.

CALL US TODAY!  |  855.FCS.GROWCALL US TODAY!  |  855.FCS.GROW

FARMERSCOOPSOCIETY.COM
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Mindi Hulshof
SWINE SPECIALIST

Summer is here and the ventilation system in 
your hog barn will be getting a full workout. 
Make sure you are ready for this. Like any other 
piece of equipment, take the time to verify that 
your fans, curtains, misters, and controllers are 
all working properly in advance of the summer 
heat.

Grease fans and observe belt conditions. Replace 
belts if questionable and make sure you have a 
couple spares on hand. Curtains will be going up 
and down for cooler nights—make sure they can 
travel freely and not get caught, causing further 
damage.  

Double check and verify that your emergency 
overrides and emergency curtain drops 
are working properly. Summer means 
thunderstorms, and you could possibly need to 

get your generator running. Test your generator 
often and document that it is tested and working 
properly. Also, verify that your alarm system is 
dialing out correctly and to the proper phone 
numbers.

While loading fat hogs in the heat, take a few 
extra steps to ensure the pigs' safety and yours. 
Load in early morning or later evening time 
slots, if possible. Make sure you have a garden 
hose ready for wetting the hogs before they leave 
your site.

With all of these steps, you can provide the best 
environment for your hogs during the summer 
heat. Don’t forget to make sure you and your 
help are staying hydrated while working in the 
heat as well. Drink plenty of water and take 
breaks when needed.

Remember grain bins are not play areas.  
Moving grain can be dangerous along with grain 
bin ladders that are accessible to children.  

Chemicals need to be stored properly. 
Understand what type of chemicals you are using 
and what � rst aid is needed if necessary.

      A simple rule:  No seat  —no rider.  Take the 
extra time to make two trips safely.  When using 
ATVs drive sensibly.  Use ATVs appropriately 
for size and ability. Also use caution on corn � eld 
intersections on gravel roads.  We want to be sure 
you are making safety a top priority.  

Page 12 | farmerscoopsociety.com
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Once you have your work done on the farm make 
sure you are supporting your local county fairs 
this summer.  With not being able to host full 
events last year due to Covid, our county youth are 
anxiously waiting for their county fairs to show 
you their 4-H and FFA projects.  Your support of 
these projects is providing our youth with great 
opportunities to enhance their animal husbandry 
and communication skills.   FCS would like to 
thank all the volunteers that make these programs 
and youth successful.  Preparing our youth for the 
future with hands-on learning is a great thing.

demand MORE

MAXIMIZE PERFORMANCE & PROFITABILITY
As the only ionophore available for swine in the U.S., Skycis® gives you a consistent 
solution for increasing weight gain of �nishing pigs and improving your bottom line.

See how it works at Skycis.com

The label contains complete use information, including cautions and warnings. Always read, understand and follow the label and use directions. 
CAUTION: Do not allow adult turkeys, horses or other equines access to narasin formulations. Ingestion of narasin by these species has been fatal. Not 
approved for use in breeding animals because safety and effectiveness have not been evaluated in these animals. Swine being fed with Skycis (narasin) 
should not have access to feeds containing pleuromutilins (e.g., tiamulin) as adverse reactions may occur. If signs of toxicity occur, discontinue use.
Skycis, Elanco and the diagonal bar logo are trademarks of Eli Lilly and Company or its affiliates.
© 2017 Eli Lilly and Company or its affiliates. skycis 5679-4  |  USSBUSKC00052

Support your 
local county 
fairs this summer
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We are excited to announce that the How-
To Building Center has partnered with QC 
Supply in a joint venture and AS THEIR 
FIRST EVER Partner Store!  The goal of 
this relationship is to provide better service 
and support to 
our customers by 
offering access 
to more products 
and equipment in 
our current Hog 
Stores.  

With nearly 
40 years in the 
industry, QC 
Supply has evolved 
from selling equipment and replacement 
parts to producers from a garage, to having 
27 retail locations across the Midwest and 
South. By joining with QC Supply we will 
have access to inventory our local producers 

want and trust. Some of QC Supply's 
exclusive products include Five Rock 
clothing, Casco cleaners and disinfectants, 
and Delphi livestock equipment, along with 
many other products.  

Kent Gardner, 
CEO of QC 
Supply shared, 
“We are excited 
to partner with 
Farmers Coop 
Society (FCS) 
in our Mission 
to ensure the 
sustainability and 
livelihood of the 

American Family Farmer.  This FCS and 
QC partnership affords us the opportunity 
to enhance our support of FCS; an existing, 
long-term and trusted customer.  

Eric Cleveringa
HOG STORE SERVICE MANAGER

HOW-TO
BUILDING CENTER
Farmers Coop Society

Page 14 | farmerscoopsociety.com



FCS and QC alike can now collectively partner 
for the growers in these communities for 
all their product, equipment, service and 
construction needs.  FCS and QC Nation; 
together, are on the move." 

As the livestock industry continues to change 
and evolve we feel that this new partnership 
with QC Supply will allow us to keep our 
products relevant to producers through a 

larger network.  Not only will this relationship 
give us access to more products in a timely 
manner, but will also continue to help us be 
more competitively priced.  Stop by the How-
To Building Center in Sioux Center or our 
Melvin location anytime to see what we have 
to offer. 

Utilize Christine's education, experience and loan
programs to help maximize your prootability.  
• An Ag Econ degree from 
   Purdue University
• Lifelong farming background
• FSA guaranteed programs/
     beginning farmer
• Livestock facility loans
• Crop operating loans
• Ag real estate loans

Depend on 
Primebank’s 
Christine Smit

(712) 722-4545  •  www.primebank.com
Sioux Center  •  1601 S Main Ave  •  P.O. Box 368  •  Sioux Center, IA 51250
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Codie Van Drie
ELITE CROP & INNOVATION LEAD CONSULTANT

F o r   H i g h   Y i e l d   C r o p s

I n n o vat i v e  
S o l u t i o n s
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Innovation has helped get us to where we are 
today and will be a pillar in helping us get to 
where we want to be in the future. Farmers Coop 
Society recognizes this and instills this idea into 
what we do every day – it’s even in our Vision 
Statement: Leading Producers with Innovation 
and Excellence. FCS is always looking for ways 
to continuously improve our innovation and 
technology as a company. 

Over the past few years, I have led our Elite Crop 
program and will continue to do so moving 
forward but have also added a few new job 
responsibilities. Ten to ��een percent of my time 
will now be dedicated to researching innovative 
solutions that directly impact our producers.  
Researching and bringing in new, innovative 
products, practices, and ideas to our sales team 
and our customer base is the goal. Moving forward 
I will be o�ering 1-3 new innovative and cutting 
edge products to our producers each year. �is 
will allow FCS to actively bring you some of the 

latest and most innovative products every growing 
season. 

�is 2021 season we have concentrated on a few 
innovative products we have some experience with, 
along with a couple brand new items: PMZ Dry, 
Voyagro, BlueN, Brandt Smart® B-Mo & Trio, and 
Ion Stryke. 

 PMZ Dry is a dry seed nutritional that improves 
early root growth and plant vigor and will 
replace the need for talc/graphite in your 
planter. 
 Voyagro is a plant stress mitigator, particularly 
great in drought stress conditions. 
 BlueN is a Bio Fertilizer that is foliar applied 
and helps the plant convert atmospheric 
nitrogen into plant usable ammonium. 
 Brandt Smart® nutrients are foliar 
micronutrients that help provide plant essential 
nutrients during speci�c growth stages. 
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 Ion Stryke is a soil microbial amendment 
that helps improve breakdown of residue, 
mineralizing and recycling of nutrients, root 
zone protection, and increased nitrogen 
utilization. 

A couple of the products to focus on as we head 
into the summer months would be Voyagro and 
the Brand Smart® nutrients.

 Voyagro helps mitigate stress by aiding in 
the movement of nutrients throughout the 
plant. It is best used where tissue nitrogen and 
potassium are adequate and there is moisture 
stress currently or predicted. With 2021 starting 
out on the drier side, Voyagro could be a great 
�t for your operation to help relieve moisture 
stress!

 Brand Smart® nutrients are designed for 
maximum nutrient mobility, performance, and 
tank mix compatibility and contain CornSorb® 
Technology. Brandt Smart® B-Mo contains 
Boron and Molybdenum and is a great product 
to pair with a fungicide and apply to soybeans 
around the R3 stage. Boron is essential to 
new growth, pollination, and reproduction. 
Additionally, boron stabilizes cell walls, which 
provides plant structure and integrity. Boron 
also aids in nitrogen assimilation and root 
nodulation formation, which enhances nitrogen 
uptake and utilization. Molybdenum helps �x 
nitrogen in legume crops. 

Keep an eye out for more innovative solutions and 
talk to your local FCS agronomist to place your 
order today!
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LOCAL GRILLERS WILL BE 
SHOWCASING THEIR SKILLS

June 19, 2021June 19, 2021
Saturday

Free Pork Loin Sandwiches + 
Ice Cream Cones!

PUBLIC ISInvited

Hot Deals
ON GRILLS, SMOKERS 

+ ACCESSORIES

Sales
THROUGHOUT

THE STORE

311 3rd Street NW (3 Blocks West of Downtown Stoplight) | Sioux Center  
712-722-2667 | HowToBuildingCenter.com |  

1 1 A M - 2 P M
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317 3rd ST NW
Sioux Center, IA 51250

farmerscoopsociety.com

Grain Truck Drivers
Full-Time  |  Sioux Center & Sanborn

Feed Truck Drivers
Day or Night Shift  |  Sioux Center, Boyden & Sanborn

Maintenance Technicians
Full-Time  |  Sioux Center

Excellent Benefi ts:
• 401K Company Match: 50% up to 10%
• Advancement Opportunities
• Company Bonus Incentive
• Excellent Health Insurance Plans
• Vacation & Paid Holidays

APPLY ONLINE! Application & job descriptions available online at FarmersCoopSociety.com/Company/Careers

FARMERS COOP SOCIETY   |   317 3RD STREET NW   |   SIOUX CENTER, IA   |   FARMERSCOOPSOCIETY.COM




